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phants, who fell upon him fiercely and wounded him. By
chance, Qadir Dad Khan saw this and dashed forth to
save the life of Mutawassil Khan. Recklessly he flung
himself into the close fight that was going on between the
young Mutawassil Khan on one side and the Barha vete-
rans on the other, and. succeeded in extricating himself
skilfully, with the young man, out of the dangerous situa-
tion. Mutawassil Khan was covered with wounds from
head to foot.l
The veterans of Nizamu'l-Mulk's army succeeded in
preserving order in their ranks. Muhammad 'All Khan,
author of the Tdrikh-i-Muzaffari observes that Nizamu'l-
Mulk, in accordance with the maxim that 'war is a trick,
a stratagem/ feigned retreat in face of the assaulting
columns of'Alam 'All Khan. On this occasion he adopted
the same tactics which had stood him in good stead against
Dilawar 'All Khan. It was mainly due to the able leader-
ship of Nizamu'1-Mulk and the skilled mobility of his
columns that the enemy was lured towards the body of
troops, kept in reserve, and consisting mainly of Euro-
pean and Turkish (ahl-i-farang wa rum) marksmen, highly
proficient in aiming guns. The forces of 'Alam 'All Khan
were drawn within shot range, and a heavy cannonade
produced confusion in their ranks. Nizamu'1-Mulk took
full advantage of the surprise and demoralisation caused
in the ranks of the enemy. Ghalib Khan, Ghiyasu'd-Din
Khan, Shamsher Khan, Muhammad Ashraf Khan,
Khwaja Rahmatu'Ilah Khan, Mitthe Khan, Muhammad!
Beg, Sayyid Wall, Syed (Alam Barha, Apajl Pandit and
others fell on the battlefield. 'Alam rAli Khan himself
was severely wounded but continued to attack fiercely,
regarding retreat as a disgrace. At length his elephant
turned tail, but he turned round in his seat in order not
to show his back to the enemy. He is reported to have
exclaimed on this occasion,: "It is the elephant that has
1Khfifi Khan, op. cit, p. 894.
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